[Microbiologic flora in two different periods in intensive care units].
Bacterial examinations performed in two periods (Nov. 1985-Feb. 1986) and Nov. 1988-Feb. 1989) on materials taken from patients admitted into two similar Intensive Care Units (ICU) of the same hospital were evaluated. Excluding oropharyngeal swab cultures, which were performed only in the second period, Gram positive bacteria were 45.3% in 1985-1986 and 62.3% in 1988-1989 and Gram negative fell from 41.9% to 29%. The percentage of fungi remained unchanged. Microorganisms did not grow in 33.3% of tracheal aspirate specimens in 1985-1986 and in 54.3% in 1988-1989, probably depending on the larger number of patients with decompensated chronic respiratory failure treated in the second period. Usually the microorganisms found in the trachea was also in the oropharynx; Gram negative were only 5.1% of the microorganism collected in the oropharinx. The authors emphasize the increase of Gram positive bacteria in ICUs and suggest that the low rate of pneumonia observed in this study depends mostly on the good neurologic state of their patients.